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the meeting-place of all Oriental worships, the point
upon the shores of the Mediterranean with which
Syrians stood in the closest relation. They canie
thither in enormous numbers. Like all poor popula-
tions, who storm the walls of the great cities where
they seek their fortune, they were humble and oblig-
ing. They all spoke Greek: the old Eoman citizens,
attached to the ancestral manners, were overwhelmed
by this flood of foreigners, and lost ground every day.
"We admit, then, that about the year 50 of our era,
certain Syrian Jews, already converted to Christian-
ity, entered the capital of the Empire, and commu-
nicated to the comrades whom they found there the
faith which made them happy. No one in Borne
that day suspected that the founder of a second
Empire, another Eomulus, was lying upon straw at
the Port. Others soon followed: letters from Syria,
brought by the new-comers, spoke of the movement
as one that was constantly gaining strength. All
these people smelt of garlic:l these ancestors of
Eoman prelates were poor, dirty proletaires^ without
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